From: Bridget Hoover

To: Billington, Tracie;

CC: ed@sccrcd.org; Donna Bradford; ed@sccred.org;

Subject: L etter of Support for Monterey Bay area Prop 50 proposals
Date: Thursday, February 08, 2007 11:07:47 AM

Attachments:

Dear Ms. Billington,

The Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary isin favor of the State’s
proposal to fund the additional proposals that competed in the Step 2 grant
process. These projects include $12.5 million to northern Santa Cruz County
aswell as $12.5 million to Monterey County.

The IRWM grant is needed now, not only to address the urgent and critical
water needs but also to keep the IRWM process moving forward in the
Monterey Bay region. The Northern Santa Cruz partner agencies have
worked together to integrate projects since 1998, and have cooperated on
IRWM development and implementation since 2002. They provided
leadership for IRWM planning to other agencies in the Northern and Coastal
Counties Water Bond Coadlition. A $12.5 million implementation grant now
rewards this important effort. Project costs will escalate and the impact of
a grant will bediminished if Santa Cruz and Monterey County agencies
areforced to delay these priority projects because of alack of funding.
Many of the needs such as the water system improvements to meet public
health standards in Davenport and Sediment TMDL implementation on the
San Lorenzo River are extremely time-sensitive. We feel strongly that the
Prop 50 IRWM funds should be directed to proposals that were called back
for step 2, as described in the revised funding recommendations.

The revised funding recommendations set the stage for an unprecedented
level of regional cooperation and collaboration throughout the Central Coast,
and in particular, the Monterey Bay region. The Northern Santa Cruz
IRWM grant will be used to address critical coastal water supply problems
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aswell asTMDL'’s; coho salmon and steelhead recovery. A local match of
$68 million for the $25 million proposal was assembled and even at 50%
grant funding, much of this match will remain intact and will leverage the
state’ sinvestment. The revised recommendations will result in awiser use
of public funds at the local level, because agencies that prepared Step 2
proposals will be spared the considerable expense of repeating the
application process at alater date. Some agencies spent over $500,000 in
local funds preparing these proposals. Awarding grants to those who have
already applied and shown merit makes good sense.

| strongly urge you to consider these additional proposals for funding.
Thank you for your time and consideration of these valuable projects.

Sincerely,

Bridget Hoover

Director, Water Quality Protection Program
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary
299 Foam Street

Monterey, CA 93940

B (831) 883-9303

F (831) 883-4748
www.montereybay.noaa.gov
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